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Jonkershoek Crises Committee & Alliance of Land & Agrarian Reform Movements 

(ALARM) 
30th MARCH 2006  

 
FARMWORKERS MARCH AGAINST SPATE OF EVICTIONS SWEEPING 

JONKERSHOEK FARM LANDS  
 
The next time you raise a glass of Lanzerac wine to your lips, think of the farm workers 
and their families, whose security and homes are threatened by eviction and 
retrenchment all within the parameters of the law. 
 
The Jonkershoek Valley, one of the richest wine-producing valleys in the country is also 
home to many farm working families, whose ancestors lived in the valley as slaves. 
Ironically the injustices waged against the wine-lands slave community of the 18th 
century, is again being experienced by their descendants, more than two hundred years 
later.  
 
Farm owners, are using legislation such as ESTA, intended to protect vulnerable farm 
workers, to systematically remove black workers and their families from farm land 
through evictions and retrenchments. These workers are enticed with empty promises of 
houses and household items.  
 
The Jonkershoek Crises Committee, views these evictions and retrenchments as the 
“new black-spot policy”, a post-apartheid forced removal. The result will be the creation 
of a lily-white valley, with black labour removed from the land, but continuing to build the 
wealth of the white winelands.  
 
The Jonkershoek Crises Committee (JCC), together with the Alliance of Land and 
Agrarian Reform Movements (ALARM), calls for a political solution that moves beyond 
housing, livelihoods and security of tenure. JCC and its supporting organisations, calls 
for government to intervene to stop the violation of farm worker communities’ human 
rights.  
 
DETAILS OF THE MARCH 
Date  Saturday 1st April 2006 
Time  10h00 – 12h30 
Starting Point Merriman Circle (at the end of Merriman Rd) 
End Point Die Braak (on Bird Street)  
Speakers Jonkershoek Community Members, Tony Erenrich (COSATU –Western 

Cape), Mazibuko Jara (ALARM), Fatima Shabodien (Women on Farms), 
Sikhula Sonke (Wendy Pekeur)  

 
For Further Information, Please Contact: 
Fatima Shabodien (Women on Farms Project) 021 887 2960 /1/2  
Mazibuko Jara (Alliance of Land & Agrarian Reform Movements - ALARM)  
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